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NOTICE OF ARRAIGNMENT AND PRELIMINARY CONFERENCE

[bookmark: Text1]After a careful evaluation of the Information and the supporting evidence, the Court finds that it has jurisdiction over the subject matter of the Information and that probable cause exists to hold the accused       for trial.
	
[bookmark: Text2]Arraignment and Preliminary Conference (Mediation) are set on      .

The private complainant is directed to appear at said hearing to participate in possible plea bargaining, where allowed, as well as in the Preliminary Conference, which includes Mediation. 

SO ORDERED.
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SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS

Applicable Provisions of the RRSP

Section 1.  Covers the following criminal cases:
(1)  Violations of traffic laws, rules and regulations;
(2)  Violations of the rental law;(3)  Violations of municipal or city ordinances;
(4)  All other criminal cases where the penalty prescribed by law for the offense charged is imprisonment not exceeding six months, or a fine not exceeding (P1,000.00), or both, irrespective of other imposable penalties, accessory or otherwise, or of the civil liability arising therefrom: Provided, however, that in offenses involving damage to property through criminal negligence, this Rule shall govern where the imposable fine does not exceed ten thousand pesos (P10,000.00).

Sec. 2.  Determination of applicability. — Upon the filing of a civil or criminal action, the court shall issue an order declaring whether or not the case shall be governed by this Rule. 

Sec. 12. (b)  If commenced by information. — When the case is commenced by information, or is not dismissed pursuant to the next preceding paragraph, the court shall issue an order which, together with copies of the affidavits and other evidence submitted by the prosecution, shall require the accused to submit his counter-affidavit and the affidavits of his witnesses as well as any evidence in his behalf, serving copies thereof on the complainant or prosecutor not later than ten (10) days from receipt of said order. The prosecution may file reply affidavits within ten (10) days after receipt of the counter-affidavits of the defense.

Sec.  13.  Arraignment and trial. — Should the court, upon a consideration of the complaint or information and the affidavits submitted by both parties, find no cause or ground to hold the accused for trial, it shall order the dismissal of the case; otherwise, the court shall set the case for arraignment and trial.
If the accused is in custody for the crime charged, he shall be immediately arraigned and if he enters a plea of guilty, he shall forthwith be sentenced.  

Sec.  14.  Preliminary conference. — Before conducting the trial, the court shall call the parties to a preliminary conference during which a stipulation of facts may be entered into, or the propriety of allowing the accused to enter a plea of guilty to a lesser offense may be considered, or such other matters may be taken up to clarify the issues and to ensure a speedy disposition of the case. However, no admission by the accused shall be used against him unless reduced to writing and signed by the accused and his counsel. A refusal or failure to stipulate shall not prejudice the accused.

