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Sirs/Mesdames: 

3&.epublic of t{Je ;lE){Jilippinc% 
~upretne <!Court 

~acolob QCitp 

ENBANC 

NO'IICE 

SUPREME COURT OF THE PHILIPPINES 
PUBLIC INFORMATION OFFICE 

Please take notice that the Court en bane issued a Resolution 
dated NOVEMBER 29, 2022, which reads as follows: 

"A.M. No. 19-03-24-SC (Re: An1endment of Section 5, Rule 138, 
in Relation to the Revision of Rule 138-A of the Rules of Court).- The Court 
Resolved to NOTE the 

(a) Memorandum dated October 28, 2022 of Atty. 
Alnor P. Entila, Officer-in-Charge, Office of the Bar Confidant, 
subn1itting the proposed Guidelines Re: Clinical Legal 
Education Program (CLEP) Requirement for the 2023 Bar 
Examinations, in compliance with the resolution dated 
October 4, 2022; and 

(b) Letter dated November 15, 2022 of Associate 
Justice Rainon Paul L. Hernando, Chairperson, 2023 Bar 
Exaininations, suggesting rev1s10ns to the proposed 
Guidelines. 

Taking into consideration the foregoing, the Court Resolved to 
APPROVE the Guidelines Re: Clinical Legal Education Program (CLEP) 
Requirement for the 2023 Bar Examinations as revised, incorporating the 
suggestions niade by Justice Hernando." Dimaampao, J., on official leave. 
Marquez, J., on official business. (adv73) 

By authority of the Court: 



( 

( 

Notice of Resolution 

HON. MARVIC MARIO VICTOR F. LEONEN (x) 
Senior Associate Justice and Chairperson 
Oversight Committee for the Implementation 
of Rule 138-A or the Revised Law Student Practice Rule 
Supreme Court 

HON. MARIA FILOMENA D. SINGH (x) 
Associate Justice and Vice-Chairperson 
Oversight Committee for the Implementation 
of Rule 138-A or the Revised Law Student Practice Rule 
Supreme Court 

HON. JOSEFE C. SORRERA-TY (x) 
Commissioner, Legal Education Board 
G/F Philippine Red Cross Building 
CP Garcia Avenue, UP Campus 
Diliman, Quezon City 

HON. KARLA A. FUNTILA-ABUGAN (x) 
Presiding Judge and Member 
Oversight Committee for the Implementation 
of Rule 138-A or the Revised Law Student Practice Rule 
MeTC, Branch 17, Manila 

-!f DEAN GEMY LITO L. FESTIN { retJ) 
President and Member 
Oversight Committee for the Implementation 
of Rule 138-A or the Revised Law Student Practice Rule 
Philippine Association of Law Schools 
Ermita Center Building 
Brgy. 668, Roxas Boulevard 
Ermita, Manila • 
secretariat.pals@g_mail.com 

DEAN ROSANNE JULIANA R. GONZAGA (x) 
University of St. La Salle - Bacolod and Vice President 
for Visayas, Philippine Association of Law Schools 
and Member 
Oversight Committee for the Implementation 
of Rule 138-A or the Revised Law Student Practice Rule 
c/o The Secretariat 
Oversight Committee for the Implementation 
of Rule 138-A or the Revised Law Student Practice Rule 
Office of Senior Associate Justice Leonen 
Supreme Court 

DEAN MANUEL I. CABRERA ( X ) 
Liceo De Cagayan University and Vice President for 
Mindanao, Philippine Association of Law Schools and 
Member 
Oversight Committee for the Implementation 
of Rule 138-A or the Revised Law Student Practice Rule 
c/o The Secretariat 
Oversight Committee for the Implementation 
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of Rule 138-A or the Revised Law Student Practice Rule 
Office of Senior Associate Justice Leonen 
Supreme Court 
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HON. RAMON PAUL L. HERNANDO (x) 
Associate Justice and Chairperson 
2023 Bar Examinations 
Supreme Court 

THE CHAIRPERSON (x) 
Legal Education Board 
G/F Philippine Red Cross Building 
CP Garcia Avenue, UP Campus 
Diliman, Quezon City 

ATTY. AMOR P. ENTILA (x) 
Officer-in-Charge 
Office of the Bar Confidant 
Supreme Court 

DEAN DOMNINA T. RANCES (x) 
Member 
Oversight Committee for the Implementation 
of Rule 138-A or the Revised Law Student Practice Rule 
Ateneo De Naga University 
c/o The Secretariat 
Oversight Committee for the Implementation 
of Rule 138-A or the Revised Law Student Practice Rule 
Office of Senior Associate Justice Leonen 
Supreme Court 

DEAN CHRISTINE ANGELICA EL.VENA (reg) 
Member 
Oversight Committee for the Implementation 
of Rule 138-A or the Revised Law Student Practice Rule 
St. Louis University - School of Law 
Baguio City 

ATTY. THEODORE 0. TE (x) 
Member 
Oversight Committee for the Implementation 
of Rule 138-A or the Revised Law Student Practice Rule 
University of the Philippines Diliman - College of Law 
Diliman, Quezon City 

A TTY. CHARISMA I. NOLASCO (x) 
Representative and Member 
Oversight Committee for the Implementation 
of Rule 138-A or the Revised Law Student Practice Rule 
Office of the Chief Justice, Supreme Court 

A TTY. CAROLYN A. MERCADO (x) 
c/o The Secretariat 
Oversight Committee for the Implementation 
of Rule 138-A or the Revised Law Student Practice Rule 
Office of Senior Associate Justice Leanen 
Supreme Court 



Notice of Resolution 

ATTY. JEANNE CARLA T. FERRER-BECINA (x) 
ATTY. ANNA MICKAELLA N. LINGAT (x) 
ATTY.YNA TRISHA MARIE T. DEL ROSARIO (x) 
Secretariat 
Oversight Committee for the Implementation 
of Rule 138-A or the Revised Law Student Practice Rule 
Office of Senior Associate Justice Leonen 
Supreme Court 

ATTY. FATIMA C. GARCIA YAP (x) 
c/o The Secretariat 
Oversight Committee for the Implementation 
of Rule 138-A or the Revised Law Student Practice Rule 
Office of Senior Associate Justice Leonen 
Supreme Court 

A.M. No. 19-03-24~SC 
Sarah 112922 (adv73) 120722 
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Republic of the Philippines 
Supreme Court 

Manila 

Re: Clinical Legal Education Progra:ni (CLEP) 

WHEREAS, Sectio11 5 (5), Article Vlll of the 1987 Constitution provides that the 

Supreme Court has the power to adopt and promulgate rules concerning the protection and 

enforcement of constitut1onal rights, pleading, practice and procedure in all courts, the 

admission to the practice of law, the Integrated Bar, and legal assistance to the 

underprivileged; 

WHEREAS, the Court has approved the proposed Rule 138-A on Law Student 

Practice and on 23 July 2019 the Supreme Court, En Banc adopted and amended the 

following provisions of Rule 138-A, or the Law Student Practice Rule as well as amendment 

of Section 5, Rule 138, to read: 

RULE 138 AITORNEYS AND ADMISSION TO THE BAR 

SEC. 5. Additional 1·equirements for other applicants. - All applicants for admission 
other than those 1·eferred to 1i1 the two precedii1g sections, shall before being admitted to 

tlie exa1111i1atio11, satisfactonly show tl1ai they have successfiilly completed all the 
prescribed cow-ses f01· the degree of Bacl1elor of Laws or its equivalent degree, in a law 

school or unive1-sity officially 1·ecognized by the Pl11lippine Government or by tl1e proper 

autl101ity in the foreign junsdiction where the degree has been granted. 

No applicant who obtained tlie Bachelor of Laws degree in tl1is jwisdictio11 sl1all 

be admitted lo the bar exa1niI1atio11 unless he or she has satisfactonly completed the 

following cow-se in a lc1w school 01· university duly recognized by the gove111111enl:' civil 

law, commercial law, remedial law, cni111i1al law, public and private inte111ational law, 

political law, labor and social legislation medical junspmdence, taxation, legal ethics and 

cliJlical legal education pro/J1EllJ_(Empl1asis and Ui1de1-scoring Supplied). 

A Filipino citizen who gradllated limn a foreign law school shall be admitted to 

the bar exa1111i1atio11 only llpon submission lo the Supreme Court of certifications showing: 

(a) completion of all com-ses leading to the degree of Bachelor of Laws or it-s equivalent 

degree,' (b) recognition or accreditation of the law school by the proper a11tbo1ity; and (c) 

completion of all the fourth yea1· sllbjects in tl1e Bachelor of Laws academic program in a 

law school duly recognized by the Philippiiie Government. (As amended by B.M No. 1153, 
March 09, 2010) 

This amendment shall apply to the bar exan11i1ation ,1pplica11ts co111111enc1i1g the 
2023 bar examinations. 



'WHEREAS, pursuant to the Resohnion dated 04 October 2022, the Court directed the 

Office of the Bar Confidant (OBC) for the is.m~nce of relevant gllidelineti cfarifying the CLEP 

requirement .for pur1Joses of taking the 202.3 fbl' exarninations. 

NO\V THEREFORE; the Office of tl1e Bar Confidant hereby propose~. the follcnNing 

guidelines: 

.' OPO·s· E'D GU1' T E'LI'l\.lT:'(' '['}lG' '"'I IT•1I· .... AJ' I EC--.AI un' 'tJ,... o\ rp10· ·i,r PR . i _.x.JJ .1" .C.;i.J l'\..£.,: t., --' l ~ C. -• , ~ . .I Y. .J -~• - • . _'-..>.l".i.. .J. .L ~ 

PROGRAM (CLEP) REQPlREM.m-.:rr FOR THE 2.023 11AR EXA1VIH\IATIO:N'S 

l. Coverage. The foregoing guidelines '.,hall be applicable to applicants taking the 2023 

Bar examinatio11s, who completed their Javv degree in the year 2023. 

The Guidelines shall ]YQ_'.f apply to th.e foHc,wing applicants: 

(i) Those \/\'.'ho obtained thei.r law df'grce prior to the year 2023 ~-md._ are takin;g the 

Bar examinations for the first time; 

(ii) Re-tnken;l; 

(iii) Re-applicantsl; and 
(iv) Filipino citizens who gxad11:1~ed from 2 foreign hrw school. 

2. Documentary Requirements. In order to com.ply with the.C:LEP requirement, Filip~no 

citizens who 6btaiI1ed their law deg:rt~c in the 'Philippines must submit the following 

in both digital. and hard copies, and strictly within the periods determined by the 

Supreme Court through Bar Bulletins and other relevant issuances: 

a, CLEP as Stand-alone Course 

(i) Certificationfrorn the School Registrar or College Secretary and duly noted by 

the law school Dean or V:ce Dean that the applicant has satisfactorily seb1red 

or is in the process of corn_pleting a Level 1 or 2 certification or both (see 

Annex A); 

(u) Transcript of Records (TOR) which must reflect the CLEP course/(s) 

completed; and 

(iii) Original or Certified Trne Copy (CTC) of the Level 1 or 2 Certification od,oth. 

b. CLEP as Integnued Course-'' 

(i) Certification from the School Registrar err College Secretary and duly noted by 

the law school Dean or Vice D-:<m that the applicant has satisfactorily sJcurecl 

1 Re-takers shall indude (a) Repeflte1s or ilpplicants w!,o wiJ.: ,'.,e uking the Bar examioations for the second or rfiird timt.•; wd (h) Refreshe1~· 

who will be raking rhe Ba.1 examinations [or d!(: kurt.h lime or mo.1e. 

z Re-applkants are New/Repeater/Refresher appficams td!o; (]) ia w1i1'ing, addressed to the Oflice of the E,1r <:iin!idanc, decide to 
witlidniw their Petition to Take the Bar .E'xamiriations ur, u,· borure th,,, ii.'st dfiy oft.he ,,xaniinations; and/or (2) fail to appcilr d11rin;; the 

fiic:r day oftl!e exaI11inatio11s a.nd tuke any u/'the ex11111.i1;:1t/ons Ja a.II s11hj.~•c s. 

-' Le_r;al Ed11c,1tion Board (LEfl). (2020). Cl.'11ica1 Leg.1.,1 i'.'d11c,.':ion l';,y;.ram (CU{P) I'.Nrieved Dember 28, 2022, from l.11/j.1s://clep.le/J .gcw.phl· 

https://clep.li.•b.gov.ph/re vised-ni/e- / 38-a/tth/ig;-po3t-19 J? 



or is in the process ofs 9.!1~pleting a Level 1 or 2 certification or both (see 
tl'~'• 'i.:- ;:1, . . , . 

Annex A); ·· ··· , . . 

(ii) TOR which . must reflect the CLEP coutse/(s) . as integrated or emb~dded in 

certain, existing collrses ofthe school's curriculum; and · 

(iii) Original or CTC of the Level 1 or 2 Certification or both. 

3. Reportorial Requirements. The law school, through its Dean or Vice Dean or College 

Secretary, must submit widlin tl1irty (30) days from the last day of the 2023 Bar 

examinations or on 24 October 2023, to the OBC, in digital and. hard copies, a 

notarized Certification (see Annex BJ signed by (a) the law school Dean or Vice Dean, 

and (b) the School Registrar or College Secretary containing the list of applicants with 

the following details, strictly within the periods determined by the Supreme Court 

through Bar Bulletins and other relevant issuances: 

(i) Applicants' name; 

(ii) CLEP Certification Number; and 
(iii) CLEP Level taken. 

4. Effectivity. These guidelines shall take effect immediately upon the approval of the 
Court, En Banc. 
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TI1e Clerk of Court 

Supreme Court 

Manila 

Sir/Madam: 

(ANNEX A) 

(LETTERHEAD OF LAW SCHOOL OR UNIVERSITY) 

(OFFICE OF THE SCHOOL REGISTRAR) 

Re: Certificate of Enrollment 

[DATE] 

This is to CERTIFY that [ name of Bar Applicant], on the basis of the records of this 

office, is: 

(a) currently enrolled in his or her last year of law school education; 

(b) currently completing [OR has completed] the Clinical Legal Education Program 

(CLEP), as required by Rule 138-A of the Rules of Court, and is securing [OR has 

satisfactorily secured] CLEP Level 1 / 2 OR both Certifications; and 

(c) an expected candidate for graduation for Academic Year 2022-2023. 

NOTED BY: 

[Signature over printed name of the law 
school Dean or Vice Dean) 

Very truly yours, 

[Signature over printed name of the 

School Registrar or College Secretary] 



(]. ·1···r:rE'Illi .. E' \ T'i, OJ~ '" ~ ... 'l/. I(•,., ···u )· ("'I? on u·NJ"V-C'RS'fl'~-
.... . ~ • .. ..1.. \ . -~Ju.) .Y. :.i..w.'!\\' t. .>(..1 .:t".l\~ .Jl• .1.\ . . . .. r .. l .. .i.l} 

The Clerk. of Court. 

Suprenic Court 

Manila 

Sir/Madam: 

(()JlT,'I'.~F.' c·rr,' ;.,,,. __ I.'i' T /,_ T'!-T ,::c·Hoo··· DL' .\.N ') 
\ . j - . . • ·- ., F.' l..t J... .LJl. V\ ,_,. · . . 1., r..J - . 

rr,, 17·1::·1 l ;_ .. / C . -'' . 

This is to certify that the names Ji,;ed b,:'low r1re bona fide st11clents of the (nRme of 

Law Schoo/) who graduated with the degree :)fj1nic; Doctor in (date ofCradur1t.ion). 

\"'Ie further c~rtify that on the basis of the records of this office, they liav<, compkted 
] ····1· . al I . l ]"d . P · (r'r ·1··1··• . · 1· . 1 ti 1-~ ·-..r ·f(I t w \.., unr.: . .. ega :>. ucat10n · rog:ram. l.,,., :>. ·) requirement, 1n comp uw.ce w1u , •. Vl. .1. ... 0. 1. ·· 

Ori 2 t '"'r' l · · d T · l · 2'} 20] <~ ,7·· '..:· ·,h., t.tate . _iu. y ,::i1 • . .. , • 

C[ .~·.n ·c ·1 IL1·1 {,.,r ·-c•·1, (., ' f~ . ·, T I' A 1· ) .N .~i•' . ,evf: : _________ - _,,...,_.:, . -._,ert1.J.cat.1.on .t",o.: _ ___ Sar ✓.-i.pp 11:an t s . ame 

Example: 

CLEP Level: I CLEP Certification J\io: 7.022-1234 DELA cnuz, YUAN B. 

CLEP Level: II CLEP Certification No: 2022-56'/3 TRINIDAD, HECTOR A. 

Given this __ day of __ ·-·---' in ~~-ITY, Phibppines 

[Signature over printed name of the hnv 

school Dean or Vice Dean] 

[Signature over printed narne of the 

School Registrar or College Secretary] 

(NOTARlAL ACK.NO\VLEDGEMENT) 


